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The Annunciation
Xȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ɀǣɴɎǝ�ȅȒȇɎǝ�Ɏǝƺ�ƏȇǕƺǼ�JƏƫȸǣƺǼ�ɯƏɀ�ɀƺȇɎ�ƫɵ�JȒƳ�ɎȒ�Ə�ɎȒɯȇ�ǣȇ�JƏǼǣǼƺƺ�ƬƏǼǼƺƳ�
zƏɿƏȸƺɎǝ٦�ɎȒ�Ə�ɮǣȸǕǣȇ�ƫƺɎȸȒɎǝƺƳ�ɎȒ�Ə�ȅƏȇ�ȇƏȅƺƳ�hȒɀƺȵǝ٦�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�RȒɖɀƺ�Ȓǔ�(ƏɮǣƳٰ�ƏȇƳ�
Ɏǝƺ�ɮǣȸǕǣȇڗɀ�ȇƏȅƺ�ɯƏɀ�xƏȸɵ٫

Rƺ�ɯƺȇɎ�ǣȇ�ƏȇƳ�ɀƏǣƳ�ɎȒ�ǝƺȸږ�٦«ƺǴȒǣƬƺ٦�ɵȒɖ�ɯǝȒ�ƺȇǴȒɵ�JȒƳڗɀ�ǔƏɮȒɖȸ٨�Áǝƺ�nȒȸƳ�ǣɀ�ɯǣɎǝ�ɵȒɖڗ٫

³ǝƺ�ɯƏɀ�ƳƺƺȵǼɵ�ƳǣɀɎɖȸƫƺƳ�ƫɵ�Ɏǝƺɀƺ�ɯȒȸƳɀ�ƏȇƳ�ƏɀǸƺƳ�ǝƺȸɀƺǼǔ�ɯǝƏɎ�Ɏǝǣɀ�ǕȸƺƺɎǣȇǕ�ƬȒɖǼƳ�
ȅƺƏȇ٦�ƫɖɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ƏȇǕƺǼ�ɀƏǣƳ�ɎȒ�ǝƺȸږ�٦xƏȸɵ٦�ƳȒ�ȇȒɎ�ƫƺ�ƏǔȸƏǣƳٰ�ɵȒɖ�ǝƏɮƺ�ɯȒȇ�JȒƳڗɀ�ǔƏɮȒɖȸ٫

nȒȒǸ٨�çȒɖ�Əȸƺ�ɎȒ�ƬȒȇƬƺǣɮƺ�ǣȇ�ɵȒɖȸ�ɯȒȅƫ�ƏȇƳ�ƫƺƏȸ�Ə�ɀȒȇ٦�ƏȇƳ�ɵȒɖ�ȅɖɀɎ�ȇƏȅƺ�ǝǣȅ�hƺɀɖɀ٫

Rƺ�ɯǣǼǼ�ƫƺ�ǕȸƺƏɎ�ƏȇƳ�ɯǣǼǼ�ƫƺ�ƬƏǼǼƺƳ�³Ȓȇ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�xȒɀɎ�RǣǕǝ٫�Áǝƺ�nȒȸƳ�JȒƳ�ɯǣǼǼ�Ǖǣɮƺ�ǝǣȅ�
Ɏǝƺ�ɎǝȸȒȇƺ�Ȓǔ�ǝǣɀ�ƏȇƬƺɀɎȒȸ�(ƏɮǣƳٰ�ǝƺ�ɯǣǼǼ�ȸɖǼƺ�Ȓɮƺȸ�Ɏǝƺ�RȒɖɀƺ�Ȓǔ�hƏƬȒƫ�ǔȒȸ�ƺɮƺȸ�ƏȇƳ�ǝǣɀ�
ȸƺǣǕȇ�ɯǣǼǼ�ǝƏɮƺ�ȇȒ�ƺȇƳڗ٫

xƏȸɵ�ɀƏǣƳ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ƏȇǕƺǼږ�٦ ɖɎ�ǝȒɯ�ƬƏȇ�Ɏǝǣɀ�ƬȒȅƺ�ƏƫȒɖɎ٦�ɀǣȇƬƺ�X�ǝƏɮƺ�ȇȒ�ǸȇȒɯǼƺƳǕƺ�Ȓǔ�ȅƏȇڗ٬

Áǝƺ�ƏȇǕƺǼ�ƏȇɀɯƺȸƺƳږ�٦Áǝƺ�RȒǼɵ�³ȵǣȸǣɎ�ɯǣǼǼ�ƬȒȅƺ�ɖȵȒȇ�ɵȒɖ٦�ƏȇƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ȵȒɯƺȸ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�xȒɀɎ�RǣǕǝ� 
ɯǣǼǼ�ƬȒɮƺȸ�ɵȒɖ�ɯǣɎǝ�ǣɎɀ�ɀǝƏƳȒɯ٫��ȇƳ�ɀȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬǝǣǼƳ�ɯǣǼǼ�ƫƺ�ǝȒǼɵ�ƏȇƳ�ɯǣǼǼ�ƫƺ�ƬƏǼǼƺƳ�³Ȓȇ�Ȓǔ�JȒƳ٫

�ȇƳ�X�ɎƺǼǼ�ɵȒɖ�Ɏǝǣɀ�ɎȒȒ٥�ɵȒɖȸ�ƬȒɖɀǣȇ�0ǼǣɿƏƫƺɎǝ�ƏǼɀȒ٦�ǣȇ�ǝƺȸ�ȒǼƳ�ƏǕƺ٦�ǝƏɀ�ƬȒȇƬƺǣɮƺƳ�Ə�
ɀȒȇ٦�ƏȇƳ�ɀǝƺ�ɯǝȒȅ�ȵƺȒȵǼƺ�ƬƏǼǼƺƳ�ƫƏȸȸƺȇ�ǣɀ�ȇȒɯ�ǣȇ�ǝƺȸ�ɀǣɴɎǝ�ȅȒȇɎǝ٦�‘for nothing is 
impossible to God.’

xƏȸɵ�ɀƏǣƳږ�٦çȒɖ�ɀƺƺ�ƫƺǔȒȸƺ�ɵȒɖ�Ɏǝƺ�nȒȸƳڗɀ�ɀƺȸɮƏȇɎ٦�ǼƺɎ�ǣɎ�ǝƏȵȵƺȇ�ɎȒ�ȅƺ�Əɀ�ɵȒɖ�ǝƏɮƺ�
ɀƏǣƳڗ٫��ȇƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ƏȇǕƺǼ�ǼƺǔɎ�ǝƺȸ٫�[Luke 1:26-38]

  Teacher Note

Áǝƺ�!ǝɖȸƬǝ�ǣɀ�ǝȒǼɵ�٧�Rƺȸ�ǝȒǼǣȇƺɀɀ�ɀǝǣȇƺɀ�ȒɖɎ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ɀƏǣȇɎɀٰ�ǣȇ�xƏȸɵ٦�ɀǝƺ�ǣɀ�ƏǼȸƺƏƳɵ�ƏǼǼډǝȒǼɵ٫�
(The Catechism of the Catholic Church 867)  

Mary is a model for saying yes to God

Mary, the mother of Jesus has a special place in the Church community. Mary was called to 
participate in God’s family in a special way, by saying yes to God to be the Mother of Jesus. 

Mary is very important to Catholics and is sometimes referred to as the Mother of the Church. 
Throughout her life, from the time the Angel Gabriel appeared to her, Mary always said yes to 
what God asked of her. Catholics celebrate the event of Mary saying yes to God at the Feast of 
the Annunciation. 

Mary is a model to people of being faithful and saying yes to God. She is acknowledged and 
honoured as being the mother of Jesus and all people in God’s family. 
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  Background to the Scripture

Mary, was betrothed to a man called Joseph. This means that she was committed to 
be his wife. Today people would say she was engaged. She was as the Gospel states, a 
virgin as she had never been with a man.

 Jewish weddings involved three stages. First, there was the engagement.  This was 
often prearranged by the parents or a matchmaker while the couple were still young 
children. Marriages were primarily seen as the union of families and the continuing 
of the family line. They were not primarily unions of love, as people expect today.  Of 
course, in the course of time husband and wife could become deeply bonded by a 
genuine love and caring for each other. But it was procreation, especially the bearing of 
ɀȒȇɀً�ɎǝƏɎ�ɯƏɀ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸɀɎ�ȵȸǣȒȸǣɎɵِ��

Love might or might not come later; it was secondary. And it was only relatively 
recently that the Catholic Church itself put the two ends of marriage – love and 
procreation – as equally important. It took quite a while in the Church for the idea that 
a deep Christian love could be expressed through sexual intercourse, that it involved 
a deep mutual giving of one’s whole self to the spouse and that it was not just a 
regrettable but unavoidable means to procreate.

Later came the betrothal. This was a legally binding relationship lasting for one year.  
During this period the couple lived apart and had no sexual relations. If either party did 
not want at this stage to go through with the marriage, there had to be a divorce.  And 
the penalty for having sexual relations with a betrothed virgin was stoning to death for 
both.  The third stage was the marriage itself.

Joseph faced a serious dilemma, not to mention his feeling of shock, when he found 
that his betrothed was already pregnant and not by him. It seemed an open and shut 
case of adultery.

And imagine the feelings of Mary herself in this position! How was she to explain that 
she was pregnant by the power of God? Who would believe a story like that? If Joseph 
felt outraged and betrayed, one would understand. Most men would have planned 
vengeance at such an insult to their manliness and the possibility of becoming the 
laughing stock of the other men in the village.

God’s messenger, the angel Gabriel, enters the house and greets her in words that 
alarm her: Mary “was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this 
greeting could mean”.

But the angel goes on to reassure Mary, although in language that must have 
confused her even more. Basically she is being told that she is going to be the mother 
of a son. But this is no ordinary son. The angel describes him in extraordinary language 
which, in fact, recalls many passages from the Old Testament referring to the Messiah.
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He is to be called Son of the Most High, a title which can mean the divine Son of God or 
the Messiah. 

Mary is even more puzzled and disturbed. How can she conceive a son when she has 
never been with a man.

The angel replies by explaining that “the Holy Spirit will come upon you.” The 
conceiving of this child is clearly to be the direct work of the Holy Spirit. The Father  
is God himself and the child is the divine Son of God, who, while remaining God, will  
��IȸȒȅ�Ɏǝƺ�ȅȒȅƺȇɎ�Ȓǔ�ƬȒȇƬƺȵɎǣȒȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬǝǣǼƳ�ǣɀ�ǔɖǼǼɵ�JȒƳ�ƏȇƳ�ǔɖǼǼɵ�ǝɖȅƏȇِِٺƫƺ�ȅƏƳƺ�ˢƺɀǝٹ

It is doubtful if, even after these explanations, that Mary really understood the 
implications of what she had been told. But she recognised the messenger as coming 
from God and, in deep faith and trust, accepted what she was being asked to do and 
be. She said an unconditional ‘Yes’ to what God had asked of her.

She is a great model for all Christians that are called to have faith and say yes to God 
and participate in God’s family the Church.

The Hail Mary
Since Mary is so close to her son Jesus, she can bring people’s prayers closer to Jesus. 

Catholics pray the Hail Mary to ask the Mother of Jesus to pray for them and to recall when 
Mary said ‘yes’ to be the mother of Jesus.

RƏǣǼ�xƏȸɵ٦�IɖǼǼ�Ȓǔ�ǕȸƏƬƺ٦�Ɏǝƺ�
nȒȸƳ�ǣɀ�ɯǣɎǝ�ɵȒɖ٫

Áǝƺ�ˡȸɀɎ�ȵƏȸɎ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�RƏǣǼ�xƏȸɵ�
is composed of the Archangel 
Gabriel’s praises of Mary 
found in the Gospel.
Áǝƺ��ȇȇɖȇƬǣƏɎǣȒȇ� 
ټױډׯ٥ת�nɖǸƺٻ

When people say this they 
remember how special  
Mary was. She was chosen 
from every woman to be  
the Mother of Jesus. 

Mary agrees to be the  
Mother of Jesus.

Blessed are you among 
ɯȒȅƺȇ�ƏȇƳ�ƫǼƺɀɀƺƳ�ǣɀ�Ɏǝƺ�
ǔȸɖǣɎ�Ȓǔ�ɵȒɖȸ�ɯȒȅƫ٦�hƺɀɖɀ٫

These are the words with 
which Mary’s cousin Elizabeth 
greets her. Elizabeth is the 
ˡȸɀɎ�ȵƺȸɀȒȇ�ɯǝȒ�ƬƏǼǼƺƳ�xƏȸɵ�
“blessed. 
Áǝƺ�àǣɀǣɎƏɎǣȒȇٻ�nɖǸƺټډײ٥ת�

This part of the prayer 
reminds people that Mary 
continues to have a special 
place in God’s family and 
helps people grow closer to 
God.

RȒǼɵ�xƏȸɵ٦�xȒɎǝƺȸ�Ȓǔ�JȒƳ٦�
¨ȸƏɵ�ǔȒȸ�ɖɀ�ɀǣȇȇƺȸɀ٦�ȇȒɯ�ƏȇƳ�
at the hour our death.
 
�ȅƺȇ

This part of the prayer 
reminds people to ask Mary 
to pray to God for them so 
they can be strong and live as 
Jesus taught.
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Catholics pray the Angelus 
The Angelus is a special prayer that reminds people of Mary saying yes to God and her 
participation in bringing about God’s family on earth, through the birth of Jesus.

The prayer commemorates the appearance of the Archangel Gabriel to Mary with the great 
news, she was to be the mother of Jesus. 

For centuries people have prayed the Angelus three times a day; dawn, midday and dusk. The 
Angelus is a meditation on the words of Mary who called herself ‘the handmaid of the Lord’. 
Mary offered herself in service to God.

In some places it is a custom for the bells of churches and monasteries to ring and remind  
Catholics to stop what they are doing and pray the Angelus. 

The Angelus
The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
«٫��ȇƳ�ɀǝƺ�ƬȒȇƬƺǣɮƺƳ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�RȒǼɵ�³ȵǣȸǣɎ٫

Hail Mary... 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord:
«٫� ƺ�ǣɎ�ƳȒȇƺ�ɖȇɎȒ�ȅƺ�ƏƬƬȒȸƳǣȇǕ�ɎȒ�çȒɖȸ�áȒȸƳ٫

Hail Mary... 

�ȇƳ�Ɏǝƺ�áȒȸƳ�ɯƏɀ�ȅƏƳƺ�ˢƺɀǝً
«٫��ȇƳ�ƳɯƺǼɎ�ƏȅȒȇǕ�ɖɀ٫

Hail Mary... 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
«٫�ÁǝƏɎ�ɯƺ�ȅƏɵ�ƫƺ�ȅƏƳƺ�ɯȒȸɎǝɵ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ȵȸȒȅǣɀƺɀ�Ȓǔ�!ǝȸǣɀɎ٫

Let us pray: ¨Ȓɖȸ�ǔȒȸɎǝ٦�ɯƺ�ƫƺɀƺƺƬǝ�çȒɖ٦���nȒȸƳ٦
çȒɖȸ�JȸƏƬƺ�ǣȇɎȒ�Ȓɖȸ�ǝƺƏȸɎɀٰ
ɎǝƏɎ�Əɀ�ɯƺ�ǝƏɮƺ�ǸȇȒɯȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ǣȇƬƏȸȇƏɎǣȒȇ�Ȓǔ�!ǝȸǣɀɎ٦
your Son by the message of an angel,
so by His passion and cross
ɯƺ�ȅƏɵ�ƫƺ�ƫȸȒɖǕǝɎ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ǕǼȒȸɵ�Ȓǔ�Rǣɀ�«ƺɀɖȸȸƺƬɎǣȒȇ٫
ÁǝȸȒɖǕǝ�Ɏǝƺ�ɀƏȅƺ�!ǝȸǣɀɎ٦�Ȓɖȸ�nȒȸƳ٫

�ȅƺȇ٫�


